
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

NOTICE (98-xxxx) 

National Environmental Policy Act; finding of no significant impact 

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and Space Administration's White Sands 
Test Facility, New Mexico 

ACTION: Fabricating and functioning a rocket engine hot fire test stand on 
Range 3 East, Township 20 South, Section 32. 

SUMMARY: Based upon the environmental evaluations and analyses in the 
Environmental Assessment on the Rocket Development Company's 
static test stand proposal, it is concluded that an Environmental 
Impact Statement is not required. 

DATE: 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: 
Joe Fries, Manager, NASA White Sands Test Facility 

ADDRESS: NASA WSTF 
P.O. Box 20 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David Amidei 
NASA Environmental Program Manager 
WSTF- BLDG. 100 
(505) 524-5517 
Fax: (505) 524-5798 
E-mail: damidei@smtp3.wstf.nasa.gov 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: 
Environmental aspects were examined pertaining to the following areas: geology 
and soils; air; water; cultural resources; biological resources; noise; land use; health 
and safety; transportation; services; and socioeconomic issues. Mter an initial 
inspection, a more decisive investigation examined land use, noise, biological 
resources, cultural resources, and geology and soil issues. The following paragraphs 
summarize the conclusions: 

Land use - Transfer of land use from the present buffer zone to an industrial 
use zone will need to occur. The State of New Mexico will have to approve 
this plan before implementation begins. 



Noise - Environmental impact from noise is expected to be minimal 
(intermittently at 31.3 decibels) at the nearest public housing location. 
Sound will be directed, via a flame bucket, toward unoccupied areas which 
will have minimal impact. Noise from this test stand will be at or below 
normal WSTF sound levels. 

Biological resources - No habitat critical to the survival or reproduction of 
any listed species of plant or animal was observed on or in the immediate 
vicinity of Section 32. Additionally, there are no areas near-by that are 
considered highly sensitive or moderately sensitive that could be affected by 
the proposed action. 

Cultural resources - On September 17 and 18, 1992 archaeologists 
recovered a single radiocarbon sample during excavation. The hearth was 
dated to be 2860 years old. No macrofloral remains were identified in the 
flotation samples that were recovered from the hearth fill. No associated 
extramural features were discovered through shovel scraping of the disturbed 
area surrounding the hearth or through test excavations placed in 
undisturbed peripheral areas. No artifacts were discovered during the 
testing or data recovery period. Monitoring for cultural resources will occur 
during the construction phase. 

Geology and soils - A minor concern exists with an increase of wind or 
water erosion of soils during the construction phase. This is unlikely to 
transform the topographic conditions within the section. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
An Environmental Assessment that supports this "Finding of No Significant 
Impact" is available for public review at the following locations: WSTF NASA 
Administrative Office (Building 100); and at the Branigan Library (200 E Picacho 
Avenue; Reference Desk). All comments are invited for consideration by the 
Facility Manager, WSTF, within thirty calendar days of this notice. Address all 
correspondence to: 

NASA Environmental Program Manager 
P.O. Box 20 
Las Cruces, NM 88004 
Attn: David Amidei 

Pub. No. : xxxxx 
Publish: (Date) 



ADMINISTRACION NACIONAL AERONAUTICA Y ESPACIAL 

NOTICA (98-xxxx) 

Acto Nacional Ambiental Politico; hallazgo de no impacto significativo 

AGENCIA: Administraci6n Nacional Aeronautica y Espacial 
White Sands Test Facility, New Mexico 

ACCION: Fabricando y funcionamiento una plataforma de prueba-fuego de 
motores de cohetes en Range 3 East, Township 20 South, Section 32. 

SUMARIO: Basado en las evaluaciones ambientales y ana.Iisis en ella Evaluaci6n 
Ambiental en la proposici6n para la plataforma de pruebas estaticas de 
la compania Rocket Development Company, es concluido que una 
Declaraci6n de Imp acto al Ambiente no es requerido. 

FECHA: 

OFICIAL RESPONSIBLE: 
Joe Fries, Manager, NASA White Sands Test Facility 

DIRECCION: NASA WSTF 
P.O. Box 20 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004 

PARA INFORMACION ADICIONAL PONGASE EN CONTACTO CON: 
David Amidei 
NASA Environmental Program Manager 
WSTF- BLDG. 100 
(505) 524-5517 
Fax: (505) 524-5798 
E-mail: damidei@smtp3.wstf.nasa.gov 

INFOMACION SUPLEMENTARIA: 
Fueron examinados aspectos ambientales perteneciendo a las siguientes areas: 
geologia y tierra; aire; agua; recursos culturales; recursos biol6gicos; ruido; uso de 
terrenos; sanidad y seguridad; transportaci6n; serv1C1os; y cuestiones 
socioecon6micas. Despues de una inspecci6n inicial, una invistigaci6n mas decisiva 
examin6 uso de terrenos, ruido, recursos biol6gicos, recursos culturales, y 
cuestiones geologia y terrenales. Los siquientes paragrafos resumen las 
conclusiones: 



U so de terrenales - Translaci6n de la zona presente de amortiguaci6n a una 
zona industrial ira ocurir. El estado de nuevo mexico tendra que aprobar 
este plan antes que se lleve acabo. 

Ruido - Se espera ser minimo el impacto ambiental debido al ruido 
(intermitente a 31.3 decibeles) en la mas cerca localizaci6n publica. Sonido 
sera dirijida, via un cubo de llamaradas, asia areas desocupadas que tendran 
impacto minimal. Ruido de esta plataforma sera lo mismo o menos de los 
nivels normales de WSTF. 

Recursos biologicos- No fue observado habitante critico a la supervivencia 
o reproducci6n de alguna especie de planta o animal, en o dentro de, la 
vecindad inmediata de Section 32. Ademas, no hay areas cercas que son 
consideradas sumamente sensibles o moderadamente sensibles que pudieran 
ser afectadas por la acci6n que se propane. 

Recursos culturales- En el 17 y 18 de septiembre 1992, arque6logos 
recuperar6n durante excavaci6n una sola prueba de radiocarbono. El fog6n 
fue antedatado de ser 2860 aiios. No fueron identificados restos macroflorales 
en las muestras flotadas que se recuperaron del relleno del fog6n. No se 
descubri6 facciones extramuros asociadas a traves de raspados de pala en la 
area molestada circundante el fog6n o a traves de excavaciones de pruebas 
colocadas en areas perifericas en tierras no molestadas. No se descubieron 
artefactos durante el periodo de prueba o el periodo de recrobar data. 
Durante la fase de construcci6n, vigilancia ira ocurrir para recursos 
culturales. 

Geologia y tierra- Un asunto menor existe debido al aumento de la erosion 
por aire o tierra durante la fase de construcci6n,. Es improvable que esto 
transforma las condiciones topograficas dentro la secci6n. 

COMENTARIO PUBLICO 
La Evaluaci6n Ambiental que suporta este "Hallazgo de no Impacto Significativo" 
es disponible para revisa publica en los siguientes localizaciones: WSTF NASA 
Administrative Office (Building 100); y Branigan Library (200 E Picacho Avenue; 
Reference Desk). Todos comentarios son invitados a consideraci6n por el Gerente 
de Facilidad , WSTF, dentro de 30-dias calendarios de esta noticia. Dirija toda 
correspondencia a: 

NASA Environmental Program Manager 
P.O. Box 20 
Las Cruces, NM 88004 
Attn: David Amidei 

Pub. No.: xxxxx 
Publish: (Fecha) 


