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N'lIiollal Environmental PoliC) Ael: Findin~ of No Significant Impaet for the proposed 
demolition of the 7-by-IO-Foot Hi~h Speed Tunnel (Buliding 1212B) at NASA Langley 
Rcscarch Center 

AGENCY: 	 National A",ronaHt;C~ and Sp.1Ce Administration (NASA) Langley Research 
Cent~r (l.;,RC) 

AerION: 	 Finding of No Signiilcant Impact 

SUMMAR Y: PUI";uam Ii) the Nalional t;n\irQnmenta i Pol icy Act of 1969. as 'Imended (NEPA) 
(41 U.S.C 4.121 Cl seq.). the COI.'ncil 011 El1\ironmentlll Quality Regulations for Implementing 
Ihe Pn:)(.:eilural Provisions of NE PA (40 CFR Pam; 1500-1508). and NASA's policy NPR 8580.1. 
··Impl~mcnling the National En"ironmental Policy Act and E.:o;ccuti,e Order 12114:· NASA hal. 
maW a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) witb respect to the proposed demolition of 
tlie 7-by-IO-Fool l1igb Speed TUllnel (HST) (Building 12I1R);1.l NASA t aRe in Hamplon. 
Virginia. In 1994 NASA closed Ill(.> 7-by- 10-Fool HST becausc it was un"~fl,tili/.cd . and 
bec;>u,e comparable and ~upt:n()f" wind Illnnel capabilitiC!; e"iSle<! 31 other locations. lk tunnel 
is no longer ne~-ded 10 support the Agency's mi~sion ami hal. no foreseeable futurc usc. NASA is 
proposing to dcmolisli the facility in order (0 reduce NASA· ~ inr~trueturc and allow L1RC to 
redirect resources to"'an! mission critical infrastructure Ikmolition of the raei lily is anticipated 
to begin in Fiscal Year {FY J 2007 ~md would invo"e removal o f the Illnnei circuit ponion of the 
facility. 

FOR FURTHER lNFOR:\lATION CONTACT: Mr. Roger Ferguson. NASA LaRC 
En,ironmcntal Management Tcam.l\IS 213. Hampton. V A 23681 -2[99, (757) R6..J..-6911. 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: NASA has reviewed the EA prepllred ror lhe proposed 
demOlition pr()j~"C1 and has detennined thm it represents an :\Ccumtc and adequate analySiS of the 
,(;ope and level of associmed en\ironmental impacts. The EA is incorporated by reference in 
this FONS!. 

The Proposed Action and the No-Action Altemali,e well: considered in the EA . Under tt>.: N..,... 
Action Allemati,C. NASA would not dcmolish the 7-by-IO-Rlot liST. The NO-Action 
AiIemati".: would nUl fulfill the need to redu~"e NASA·s infrastructure and allow maintenance
rt:SOI.'rces to be redir~'Cted Iowan! mission critical infrastructure. 

·The EA addressed ...,," ironmental imp;>clS in lhe areas of Land U;.e: Noise: Culwrdl Re.';ources: 
H:u.:lrdous. Regulaled and Solid Wa~tc: Heailh and Safety: Visual Resources: Air Quality: Watc-r 
Rewu=: and Fish and Wildlife. In most of these resource areas the impact of tlie Proposc-d 
AClion would be CJ( tremcly minor and tcmporary. Adverse impac-1S to cultural resources would 
lil;cly o..'Cur under the Proposed ,'ction. NASA has detennined that tlie 7-hy-IO-Fool HST i~ 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Hisloric Places. not indi'idually. but a, a 
eontrilHlt;ng rcsoorce to a propowd hi<lonc di,tncl. In compliance wilh Section 106 of tile 
N3tional Histon~ PreS<:T\"3Iion ACt, NASA has l'Onsuhed wilh tilt: Vi fgini~ Department of 

http:un"~fl,tili/.cd


I I iqoric R C'Ollr~e. <llld the Advisory Coullcil on ! Ii~loric PrC~rI :lliol1 fCgllnJ iI1g \ he ~ropo"ed 
dl'llloliliOll of the facilily_ Pursuant!O l M~l1lornlldum of Agreement (MOA) belween NASA 
~nd ltlc St:nc Hi~loric Pre~crval;on OtTicc (S HI'O ). NASA has pr~p.lrcd Historic Amcrkan 
El\git,,!~ritig I~ccord i H'\ER) documcmmion of tho fnci lity to miti~3lc the effec!> of the 
de molition. Addil i')nal mil iglilion mea~lIre> <pecified in Ihe )..10A will also he carrilxl out by 
NASA, A, a re,ull of the con>lIltmion a~d mitigation, the impaclS 10 N,\SA's cultural JC~Ourcc~ 
would nOi be signifie:lIlI. 

On Ihe b~l,is of the il lformaliOl1 pnwidcd ill Ille EA. NASA lias determined thnt the 
cnvlronn)c'J1IalllllP~CIS ~\sod~ l e<.l whit this projeCI will nOI Indllidually or cumulalively have ~ 
significar.l effeci on the ~uaJity of the hllman eJivironrrent. T herefore. bsuance of n FONSI is 
wnrmnlcd, and preparation of an En\ironln;.'nlal Impacl Sl,uemcnt lEIS), pur~IJ:in h) lhe 
National Enl iron mental Policy Act of I%9, iii not requir~d. 

L.es~ B. Roc 
DI=lor. NASA L.angley Res.carch Center 
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